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Climbing high for a good cause
For the third year running, Piopio
Volunteer Fire Brigade joined the
annual Sky Tower Stair Challenge held
in Auckland on May 18th. Racing up 51
flights of stairs, Sandy Pari, Steve
Brough, Rowan Moorhouse, Andrew
Downey and Anson Clapcott outdid
themselves and beat their previous
times. More importantly they also
raised funds for leukemia and blood
cancer research and support. Quiz
nights, sponsorship and raffles let the
community participate and show
support. The climb was also an
opportunity to educate people about
these two diseases.
The atmosphere around the Sky Tower
always buzzes with excitement and
nerves. This time is also a chance to
reflect on those who have passed away
from, or live with, leukemia or blood
cancer. Photos of loved ones gone,
young and old, encircle the tower’s
base. Weaving through the firefighters
are survivors and people battling the
two conditions. They stop to tell their
stories or thank people. The reality of
training for the climb, fundraising and
the 10 to 20 minutes of pain while
climbing is put into perspective.
1000 firefighters from all over the

world come together for one cause. Our
Piopio Fire Brigade and the community
all got on board and supported the goal
of raising over one million dollars. This
year $1.3 million was raised – it will go
toward research and support for
families who have suffered or live with
leukemia or blood cancer.
The Piopio Volunteer Fire Brigade
thanks all those who supported them
and the sponsors who donated money,
especially Progress Transport, Stoked &
Huhu, King Country Honda,
Ravensdown, Barrowcliffe Shearing,
Piopio PGG Wrightsons, White Ridge
Contracting, Te Kuiti New World, The
Fat Pigeon, The Night Owl, Bradcock
Contracting and the Speedy
Family. We would also like to give a
shout out to our wives and families for
organising fundraisers, and for all the
time spent away training.
Keep an eye out for us next year!
The Piopio Volunteer Fire Brigade

WWW.PIOPIO.NET.NZ

Rowan and Hannah Moorhouse (above), Andrew
Downey (below), Sandy Pari (middle), Steve Brough
and Anson Clapcott (far left.)

BIRDTALK
Editors piopiobirdtalk@gmail.com

Community feedback and articles are
welcomed and appreciated. The views
published in this publication are not
those of the editor but of the
contributors. Articles must not be
longer than 280 words and may have
accompanying photos.
We reserve the right to edit any material
ADVERTISING CHARGES
*Local Business: $35/issue approximately business card size
*Clubs & Organizations: Free up to 75
words
*Out of Area Casual: $45/issue approximately business card size
*Classified Advertisements: $5 per 3-line
advertisement
*Package: Annual $200. Includes six
advertisements and one special 1/3 page
‘My Business’ article annually
[ Proudly supported by our local businesses ]

Country
Tony and Paula Buckman
t.pbuckman@xtra.co.nz

Within our district
several defibrillators are
on hand in the event of
an emergency.

Piopio Township:
Owls Nest and Piopio College.
Surrounding districts:
Mahoenui (Coleman’s woolshed)
Aria Cosmopolitan Club, and
Waitanguru Hall also have these on
hand.
A free App is available on google
Playstore to locate machines
throughout New Zealand.
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WELCOME TO PIOPIO
Welcome new dairy families to the
Piopio district – we look forward to
having you as part of our friendly
community.
Gypsy Day in New Zealand is the
1st of June. Many farmers, their
family and staff move around the
country to their new farm or
employment. Farming families have
had to pack up houses and sheds,
including pets and stock. Farmers
may be leaving family and friends
behind when they move to new
areas. They will need to build
support networks and find out about
local schools and other community
services. This can be challenging,
particularly in isolated areas, to
meet neighbours and get involved in
the community. Piopio has a
multitude of recreational and
community attributes– we
encourage everyone to look into
what Piopio has to offer.
Rural Women New Zealand
(RWNZ) can assist with social
connections and contacts for local
support agencies. The Citizen’s
Advice Bureau in Te Kuiti can also
provide information and support.
Call them on 0800 FOR CAB
(0800 367 222).

Upcoming Grants
The NKC Summer Programme
has in the past been run in January
with volunteer help for the last 26
years. The purpose was to foster
activities in the community with a
focus on education, conservation
and recreation.
This programme has come to an
end and we are looking to redistribute remaining funds within the
community to projects that best fit
our organisation’s original purpose. If you or your organisation
has a project that fits within our
education, conservation or recreation goals, you may well qualify
for a grant to help with funding.
This is a ‘one off’ distribution of
funds, circa $9,000.
If interested look out for an advertisement in the Waitomo News or
you are welcome to contact me,
Jenny Brodie, 07 877 8033 or
E: jenbrodie63@gmail.com

Lions Club
new caravan

St Mary’s birthday

The Club has a new food caravan – full
of the latest mod cons. It has already
been put to use at the Waitomo Sports
Day and was a pleasure to work in.
The Lions Club take this opportunity to
thank everyone who so generously
contributed to our fundraising for the
new caravan. We would not have got
there without your help. We will soon
build a new shed to house the caravan–
the site is still to be determined.
We have had two new members join
our club; and they were inducted at our
last ladies night held at the Panorama
Restaurant. We welcome them. If you
are interested in joining our club,
please do not hesitate to contact us.
Our President is Ross Smith: 877 8880
Secretary Gavin Todd: 877 7700
Membership Chairperson
Steve Cooper: 877 8711

Investing in our local youth
Progress Transport Ltd (PTL) want to
work with our local youth:
encouraging them to get into the
driver’s seat of one of their trucks.
PTL is one of the largest employers in
Piopio. A significant contributor to the
local economy, Progress have a loyalty
to Piopio and its people. PTL support
the local community, businesses,
schools, rugby club and church – they
are now offering a chance for people
entering the workforce to choose a
great career in our unique little town.
Operations Manager, Scott Lyford has
approached Piopio College about
introducing a gateway programme
with their students. If PTL can get
enough interest and/or the right person,
Scott will add a smaller truck to the
PTL fleet which would enable a
restricted car licence holder to join the
team. The company is willing to wait
for this person to finish his or her
NCEA at school while providing an
insight into the industry. The cadet will
gain experience and knowledge with
the PTL team and possibly paid part
time employment, including truck
washing and assisting with calf
collection. The outlay for the new
truck and licence reduction courses are
a huge investment for Progress

Transport, but Scott says the end result
will be rewarding for both parties.
‘The framework within Progress is
very supportive and there are a lot of
experienced drivers here to offer
advice as well. It is a great
environment to start out in.’ Within
two years at Progress Transport, it’s
possible for the cadet to gain their
class 5 truck and trailer licence. Liam
Young started with PTL eighteen
months ago. He has progressed from a
class 2 licence – driving their 4wheeler truck – to a class 5 licence,
driving one of their Freightliner truckand-trailer units transporting stock
around the North Island. Taylor
Warren is PTL’s youngest recruit,
joining them eight months ago with
just his car licence. PTL have put him
through a licence reduction course to
gain his class 2; he is now due to move
up to his class 4 and a bigger truck.
With Taylor moving up to this next
level, they currently have an opening
to train someone in their 4-wheeler
IGGER
/Tall
RUCK
IRE
truck.DTo
do this
thatHperson
needs
is to have held his or her full class 1
licence for six months. PTL’s aim is
to continually upskill their drivers and
assist them towards their goals,
whether it’s working towards their

St Mary’s turns 89 this August! We
can’t believe almost a year has passed
since we became custodians of this
beautiful building. What a pleasure it
is to share this special place with
locals and visitors alike. The feedback
has been so positive. The appreciation
felt by all for the restoration and
maintenance of this local icon has
made all the hard work so
worthwhile. We are hosting a wide
range of guests: from overseas
visitors to local wedding groups
looking for somewhere handy to
prepare for their Big Day, to the
newly-weds seeking a quiet haven,
and travellers looking for somewhere
a bit novel to break up their trip. We
recently hosted a lovely lady who had
taken her first communion at St
Mary’s in 1930 – that was special!
Everyone is loving it and giving
fantastic reviews, telling their friends
and family and even re-booking. If
April is any indication, it looks like a
busy time ahead!
We are holding an Open Day on June
30th, between 11am and 3pm. Please
come and share any memories/photos
etc you may have. Feel free to pass on
the news to anyone you know who
has moved away and would enjoy a
look. Please ph Jo on 0275 109 577
with any queries.

PTL Truck #5 - 4-wheeler Taylor Warren is progressing from a class
2 to class 4 licence

PTL Truck #1 - Freightliner that Liam Young has progressed into.

next licence, a shiny new truck, or the
next step in their career. They hope
that by offering these opportunities to
our young people, Progress can help
someone into a great career in a secure
environment. If this appeals to yourself
or someone you know, please contact
PTL for more information. 8778 058
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Piopio library here for all
Piopio Community Library is on the
College grounds. It’s open Tuesday to
Friday from 10am-2pm, during school
term. Most users are students and staff
of the college with a small handful
coming from the community.
The library has seen some exciting
changes over the last two months.
Waitomo District Library has donated
some free-standing book shelves; we
are extremely grateful for them. This
gift was well-timed because we also
received several shelves of books
from the former Mapiu school. Most
of these books are aimed at younger

Piopio Dental
symposium 2019
Piopio Dental held its third annual
Charitable Symposium this May. Twentyseven delegates attended from all over the
North Island.
Continuing education is compulsory for
dentists to remain registered in New
Zealand. This ensures dentists keep up to
date with current teachings, research and
techniques. Courses are often expensive
and only held in main city centres; so the
Piopio Dental Charitable Symposium aims
to provide affordable professional
education to dentists in a relaxed
environment.
Any profits are given back to the Piopio
community including Piopio primary, the
community pool and the volunteer fire
bridgade. All speakers kindly present for
free as they love the concept of giving
back to communities. This year’s speakers
were Dr Mo Al-Dujali, Orthodontist, Dr
Abdul Aziz, Endodontist, Dr Brian
Whitley, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon,
Steve Shepard and Henry Schein Shalfoon.
Payment is by good old-fashioned rural
hospitality and letting the city boys help
with pest control on the farm. Realistically
the goats and deer are damn safe: these
guys are much better dental specialists
than hunters.
The symposium was held at the Night Owl
Bar and Eatery. Each year has seen more
delegates attend; it looks like the
conference could outgrow the venue. But
the message from delegates is clear, they
love the rustic location and the food.
Piopio Dental has been instructed to work
out how to remain at the Night Owl!
The Piopio Dental Charitable Symposium
will be back next year and continue to
support the awesome Piopio Community.
SMILINGKIWI@PIOPIODENTAL.CO.NZ
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In the mean time we’d love to see you
in the library, borrowing books or just
readers (age 5– 9)
having a chat. You’re welcome to tell
broadening the type of
us what you want from your
books we offer. The icing
Community Library.
on the cake was our successful Trust Did you know? Piopio Community
Power Heartland Fund application.
Library used to live in a small
We have generously been awarded
building on Waka Street. Due to
$2000. "You can never have too many limited access and resources, the
books," Trust Power told us. This
decision was made –30 years ago– to
grant will help us purchase new and
merge the College and Community
current books and expand the library’s Libraries on the College grounds. This
preschool, young reader and adult
gave the community access to a much
sections. So thank you Trust Power.
greater range of books, particularly
There are many further surprises
non-fiction; as well as access to
planned for the library in the future – Interloan and other on-request library
we will keep you up to date.
services.
Claire Walton

New toys for toy library
New toys are such great assets to our
members, Lulu picked up lots from Struan
Toys last month.
Come in and check them out. In February
we also got a giant wooden connect four
set. This is well loved already. Perfect for
family fun.
Laura Taylor is back in September school
holidays for another photo fundraiser. Our

facebook page will have
details and you will be able
to email us later in the year
to book in for that.
Fees are so cheap, come along and join.
$40 for a year or $15 a term. Grandparents remember you are only $10 a term.
Lucille Woodd

ariatoylibrary@gmail.com

EXPLORE, DREAM, DISCOVER
The world truly is at our fingertips. Travelling
to the Pacific, Australasia, Europe or further
abroad is exciting, and planning a holiday can
often be overwhelming. My knowledge will
ensure we can plan a memorable holiday and
highlight some favourite destinations with you.
During the summer break, I was fortunate to
board the Sun Princess and the Royal
Caribbean ships to enjoy a cruise experience
first hand. Ship inspections provide a great
insight into life on board, the endless food
experiences on offer and daily cruise activities
for adults and families alike. Cruising is an
amazing way to travel the seas.
Unpack once, unlimited entertainment and
extreme value: cruise ships offer an amazing
amount of value for a vacation. Included in the
price: accommodation, food and transport
between destinations while you sleep. On-ship
entertainment for all hours of the day, plus
pools and fitness centres among other
amenities.
Experience P & O’s short Three Night
Comedy Cruise break closer to home, or sail
the Pacific Islands or through the sounds and
fjords of New Zealand: cruising is limitless.
Already many short break cruises are fully
booked this season, so I would strongly
suggest booking ahead and starting your
planning. Great value packages are available –
I can keep you in the loop if you have an
interest in cruising.
Further afield, cruises can take you to some of
the world’s most amazing places whether it’s
the Indian Ocean, South America, Africa, the

Norwegian Fjords, Caribbean, Mediterranean
or perhaps even a cruise around the world.
Knowing your time is valuable we can assure
you we can provide the best value package for
your precious time. If you have ever
considered boarding a ship and exploring the
seas, I would highly recommend it. I know
many others who will now never travel any
other way. I’m excited and look forward to
helping you plan your next journey abroad.
With the internet and world of Google, we
understand the wealth of information you need
to decipher can be intense. I can help with all
of your visa applications advice, travel
insurance, luggage limits and currency card
options. Travelling is exciting and I appreciate
the complexities when heading abroad,
however this is where we can ensure your
holiday is seamless and stress-free.
With this knowledge in hand, Lorrene and I
can assure you any requests are made with
confidence.
FLIGHTS/ ACCOMMODATION/
CRUISES/ CURRENCY CARDS / GIFT
CARDS / TOURS/ PASSPORT
APPLICATIONS / TRANSFERS/ TRAVEL
INSURANCE / ACTIVITIES and
TRAVEL ADVICE.
Donna Pari
em: donna.pari@helloworld.co.nz
ph: 078788184

Noteworthy news from Aria Primary School
Aria School Presents:
“Rock Bottom”
Thursday 15th August
Mark the date for Aria School’s annual
production on your calendar now! Two
performances - Matinee at 11am and
evening at 7pm on Thursday 15 th August
in the Aria Hall. All welcome! Please
contact the school office for further
details or to book a front row seat.
Aria School Starship Fundraiser
A group of senior students (pictured
right: Tilly Darke, Holly Barclay, Oskar
Richardson-Douch, Noah Brownlie,
Eden Wiseman, Eva Darke, Larni
Komene, Bella Ormsby and Peter
Brown) decided to fundraise for a worthy
cause earlier this year and chose Starship
Children’s Hospital. In the past, students
had found that Bake Sales worked
particularly well at Aria School, so a
Bake Sale was planned. All the
organisers plus another senior student,
Tana Maguire, created delicious baked
goodies for sale over a period of about a
week. Over $300 was raised for this very
worthy cause: all students involved
should feel very proud of themselves. To
quote the Starship Foundation’s response
to our gift, “Thank-you for the lovely
news that you have a donation coming
our way! Every donation we receive
helps New Zealand’s most critically ill
and injured children have better health
and brighter futures.”
Aria Hosts Orienteering Challenge
On Friday 14 th June, starting at 11am
sharp, our annual interschool
Orienteering event will be held at the
Aria Domain. This year we anticipate in
excess of 350 primary age students from
years 4-8 to be competing (13 schools
invited).
Adult teams are always very welcome.
Canteen available. See you there!

Science Celebration 2019

Although the projects are judged, the
emphasis is on participation. For more
information, please phone Heather Pease
07 8778144.

On Wednesday 3rd July, Aria School
will again be hosting the Science and
Technology Celebration at the Aria
Hall which is an initiative to encourage
World Vision 20 Hour Famine
schools to promote science investigations Sleepover 2019
and technology problem solving.
Our annual 20 Hour Famine sleepover
It is a way for students to investigate
will take place on 20 th–21st June and all
and problem solve in practical situations participating students are currently
and is open to students from year 1 to 13. working hard to seek sponsorship for this
Everyone is welcome to come and have a most worthy cause. This year our funds
look at the wonderful projects that will
raised are again heading for the South
be on display, it’s a good chance to come Sudan. Our contribution goal is $1000
and learn from our children. The
and with the amazing effort so far from
displays will be set up on Tuesday
our students we are definitely “on track”.
morning and judging will take place after
that. The hall will be open to the public Pam Voyce
from 9:30am to 12:00pm on Wednesday Aria School Principal
3rd July followed by a prize giving.

Page
Page 55

Memories of horses in a lifetime
By Peter Holbrook
During the late fifties, even though I
was enjoying my life and had a circle
of friends (most of which I still have
today- now in our eighties), I began
having thoughts of seeing the wider
world. I remember reading South
Island author Peter Newton’s book
about the big sheep stations, with
stories of dogs, horses and deer
stalking. This book ‘Wayleggo’ is a
classic about station life in the early
20th Century.

After selling my horses and other
livestock, I finally left on the
‘Corinthic’ and in time arrived in
Auckland in mid-July.

,

Dartmoor, Devon, mowing bracken, 1957

Warwickshire, England milk delivery
Owing to the early death of my father
at 52, a retired police sergeant, I
postponed my departure from England
until 1961.

Councillors Update
At this time of the year Council is
usually going through the process of
consultation with Ratepayers on the
draft Annual Plan (Budget) for the
coming year. The Plan for the 20192020 year is little different to the Plan
for that year set out on the Long Term
Plan so there is no legal requirement for
us to go through the expensive
‘Consultation’ process. Details of what
changes have been included will be
outlined in up coming ‘Waitomo Way’
articles. One of those articles will cover
the effects of the new property
valuations that were released last
October.

I was fortunate to have the address of
the Dawson family through my sister’s Central Sydney 1962
friend and stayed with them for the first
goats, hares and rabbits.
week or so while advertising for a job
This horse was a quiet bay gelding and
on a sheep farm where I could ride.
would carry anything. A few years later
I got a job in early August at the
when the farm was sold, he was given
beginning of lambing time, on what
to me and I had him for a good period
used to be the Farrer Estate working for
before he was put down around 1967.
the Davey family as a general hand.
They had two horses and a fordson
After a year or so I was still restless and
tractor, which did all the work on the
decided to complete my round the
700 acres. I learnt to fence, cut scrub
world trip. I returned to England via
and press wool for the local shearing
Australia and the Mediterranean on the
gang from the Napinapi Marae.
cruise ship ‘Canberra’ via all the
Australian ports, Colombo, Cairo and
It was all very different to my life in
England, but I adapted to it. I bought a Naples via the Suez canal, arriving
22 rifle and on weekends rode out with back in December 1962.
To be continued next issue
the horse I was allocated shooting
increase above that figure, some will
have a lesser increase, and some will
even have a decrease, so look out for
those articles so you can get a clear
picture of the changes in your situation.
A number of ratepayers have raised
their concerns with Council Staff, and
myself, about the presence of Yellow
Bristle Grass (YBG) in areas of the
road reserve. Our staff had a meeting
with Chris Hale, Biosecurity Pest Plant
Officer and Contractor to Waikato
Regional Council. WDC’s obligations
with regards to this plant, and
management options were discussed.
He advised:

treatments for noxious weeds are
ineffective and in fact spread and
encourage YBG.

A very detailed Business Paper was
presented at our 26 March Council
Meeting titled Rural Roads Verge
Maintenance – Yellow Bristle Grass. If
you have concerns about YBG in your
area, please take the time to access this
information through the WDC website
under:
>Your Council, >Meetings, Minutes &
Agendas, >Council Agenda & Minutes,
>Council Agenda 2019-03-26 March
2019- File 2.

The business paper is the first item in
1. WDC is under no legal obligation to File 2. If you have any queries about
eradicate YBG from the local roads
YBG or any other Council matters,
network
please don’t hesitate to contact me.

The relative change in your valuation
compared to the average change of all
the valuations, will dictate how your
2. YBG is not currently classified as a
proposed rate change compares to the
plant pest
increase in the District’s total Rate take
3. Many common chemical spray
for that year. Some will have an

Cheers
Phil Brodie
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Rural health from a
National perspective
New Zealand has a unique makeup
compared with other nations, with our
vast open spaces and small rural
communities. These communities are
essential to our economy as they are the
driving force behind our primary sector
– which contributes over $45b annually
in exports and feeds over 40 million
people. In order for our primary sector
to contribute we need our small rural
communities to be thriving. This means
they need access to quality healthcare
and other essential services to ensure
they are viable and desirable places to
live. Recently I petitioned the
government asking that the Minister of
Rural Communities reverse his decision
not to provide funding of $600,000 to
the Rural Health Alliance so that it
could continue to deliver essential
services to rural areas and to accurately
measure rural healthcare needs. The
ongoing work done by this organisation
is immensely important and I strongly
urge the Government to re-evaluate their
decisions and give rural communities
the support they deserve, and adequately
resource these organisations so that this
incredibly important work can be done.
National holds every rural seat in
Parliament bar one, and we are proud to
represent rural communities.

We are organising "Risk & Mitigation
Workshops" in our area.
How to turn a threat into an opportunity! The workshop session will introduce the benefits of completing Farm
Environment planning for your farm
business. We will discuss what “good
environmental farm management”
looks like and how to identify issues
and make changes. The farm tour will
allow you to gather information on potential environmental risks and “critical
source areas” on farm and some options
to help mitigate these. We will visit 2
sites on farm and have discussion from
local farmers and WRC staff about the
possible actions to take on farm – what
works for farmers and what hasn’t.
We will wind up the day with a session
to discuss possible projects and future

planning within sub-catchment group
areas. Lunch & aerial farm map provided. All welcome although numbers
limited. If you are interested in hosting
a day in your area please get in touch!!!
Further details will follow on Facebook
page. June 5th - Dan & Amanda
MacLachlans. June 12th - Reon &
Wendy Verrys: dates still to be confirmed - Peter Spencers, Mangaotaki/
Piopio west...Also coming up...
KCRC AGM & General meeting Tuesday 11th June
Please keep talking to your friends/
neighbours about any environmental
projects KCRC could support/assist
with. Hope you're enjoying autumn &
the grass is growing.
Anna Nelson KCRC Co-ordinator
0274900501

Authorised by Barbara Kuriger, Parliament
Buildings, Wellington
Opening Hours / Fees and Charges
for Piopio Transfer Station
Monday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday

8.30am – 4.30pm
9.00am – 1.00pm
8.00am – 12 noon
1.00pm – 5.00pm

Fees and Charges 2019
Blue Council Rubbish Bags
Disposal of Unofficial bags
Wheelie Bin
Car Boot
Van
Ute
Trailer
Special Refuse (e.g. Whiteware)
Televisions – each
Computer – each

Free
$11.00
$31.00
$34.00
$61.00
$69.00
$69.00
$20.00
$30.00
$18.00

Toaster/Kettle/video recorders

$7.00

Council rubbish bags

Kimberley Cody
Area Co-ordinator

For sale at each Transfer Station
Blue Bags
Pack of five bags

$3.20
$16.00

p. +64274966504 | aerowork.co.nz
e. Kimberley.Cody@ravensdown.co.nz
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SPORTS NEWS

Piopio Amateur
Swimming Club
Prize Giving
Held on Sunday the 19th of May,
the Swim Club’s prize giving was
a celebration of impressive
achievements by our children.
The pool was ‘full’, with Learn to
Swim students, transition and
squad all at maximum capacity
for coaches available, double the
number of club swimmers from
last year. Most made exceptional
improvements over the short
season with the coaches very
proud to see their training paying
off.
Results from prizegiving:
Overall points champions- 8yrs
Isaac Carter, 9yrs Lachie Carter, 10yrs Harley Denize,
11yrs Max Bevege, 12yrs Regan Bevege, 14yrs Georgia
Pari, 15yrs Christopher Fagan-Mexted.
Highest Points Junior Male/Female- Harley Denize,
Reanna Haine

Piopio Rugby Draw 2019
1 June
8 June
15 June
22 June
29 J une

Piopio v Taupo Sports
Tongariro United v Piopio
Piopio v Taupo Marist
Waitete v Piopio
Piopio v Bush

at Piopio
at Taupo
at Piopio
at Te Kuiti
at Piopio

Highest Points Senior Male/Female- Christopher FaganMexted, Georgia Pari
Open 25m Free went to Beau Pari, Open 25m Fly to
Georgia Pari, Open 200m Free to Christopher FaganMexted, Open 400m Free to Corban Denize. Handicap
100 IM to Regan Bevege, Handicap 100 Free to Viviana
Fagan-Mexted.
Most improved 9 & Under to Sarah Lane, most improved
Intermediate, Reece Omelvena, most improved senior Teia
Blakeman and Janey Pease. Most improved breastroke
went to William Clapcott. Ashleigh Webster won the
Senior squad sportsmanship award and Lachie Carter the
Junior squad sportsmanship award. Christopher FaganMexted had an awesome finish to his season by winning
the Open Most Improved on Points, the Jonathon Green
Sports Award for role model and leadership and was
crowned overall Club Champion for 2019.
Many thanks to Lee Alcock, her committee and coaches
for their hours of dedication to our children. Kate Carter

TE KUITI INDOOR BOWLS
The Indoor Bowling club hopes to attract more players
during the day. We would welcome new and experienced
players, including students, for fun afternoon play from
12.30–2.30 pm on Tuesdays. Our season goes from March
to September. For years, the Indoor Bowling Club has
been held on Tuesday nights.
Any enquiries to Barbara Barnard (Secretary) on
878 6433; or Bryan Wotten (President) on 878 8973.
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Seeing stars
We have set the date for Stars in your
Eyes – Saturday 3RD of August. It will be
a great night out. We do require the
services of those willing and able to get
on stage and perform! For anyone who
hasn’t tried before, it’s easy as. All you
have to do is pick a song to lip sync to,
get dressed up on the night then jump on
stage and act the song out. Tickets will
go on sale on Monday the 1st of July,
available from PGG Wrightsons. So get
a group together and have a go at being
the entertainment. If that’s a step too far,
then how about getting a group together
and come be entertained! Tickets are $25
per person. If you would like to enter a
group into Stars, contact Kristen Pari on
0274713788
HALL BOOKINGS AND AGM There
has been some confusion over where to
book what. To clear it up: all bookings to
use the hall go to Council. All bookings
for tables, chairs, crockery etc. need to
come through the hall committee.
Our AGM will be on August 16th,
6:30pm at the hall. Vikki Watson

Forget-me-not co-op shop
Nine months ago, Debz opened a little
Arts & Crafts/clairvoyancy shop in
Piopio. When the opportunity came up
next door with a vacant building, Debz
and a few locals couldn’t resist trying
an even bigger venture. There was no
way we wanted to see yet another
empty shop in Piopio. With a few
shoulder taps and adverts, the ‘ForgetMe-Not’ Co-op Shop was formed.

So far, we have
around 20 cop-ops of
arts and crafts, all
locally sourced. We are a no
commission-based shop. It’s all about
helping small arts and crafts businesses
get started.
The co-ops are only paying a small fee
for displaying their crafts. This is to
cover power and rent.
The shop has gone off with a bang. So
many talented people live in our
community with such a wide range of
products. Some examples are crafts,
pottery, antiques, sewing, knitting,
steel art, felting, woodwork, soaps,
toys and furniture.
The co-op is still accepting new people
into the business, so don’t hesitate to
contact Debz if you’re interested in
being involved. We’d love to showcase
everyone’s talent and get people
shopping local. Come in to see what
treasures you could buy and gift.
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Back in the day in Piopio
1924: QUEENIE WETERE
CROWNED QUEEN OF PIOPIO

Piopio Community Fruit & Veg
Stand: The Latest Surplus
Many thanks to Piopio for supporting us
with the surplus from your gardens. As
autumn draws to a close, we’ve seen apples,
quince, walnuts and chestnuts, figs, beetroot,
kamo kamo, grapes and feijoas. Plus, those Credit: On the road near Te Kuiti, 1950s, New Zealand, by Eric Lee-Johnson. Purchased 1997 with New Zealand Lottery Grants Board
fantastic regular contributions of bread rolls funds. © Te Papa. CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. Te Papa (O.007513/02)
and baguettes/French bread.
As we head into winter – with less garden
produce available – we would appreciate
your continued support with contributions of
more homemade goods and citrus fruit.
Lemons are always popular! For food safety,
please date and label fresh eggs and anything
homemade. I try to let people know what’s
on offer daily, and when contributions are
needed, via the public Piopio Community
Fruit & Veg Stand Facebook page. If you
have any questions, don’t hesitate to get in
touch. I will be away overseas from June 1025 but my husband John and other helpers
will be holding down the fort.
Karen Barrett 877 8012
struanfarm@gmail.com

Piopio Birdtalk flash fiction contest
New Zealand Flash Fiction day is June 22so we’re announcing the Piopio BirdTalk
First Annual Flash Fiction Contest 2019.
Prizes $50 each for three categories: Adults,
High School, Primary School.
What is flash fiction? It’s a piece of writing
under 150 words. Flash fiction tips: start in
the middle, there’s no time to set scenes and
build character. Have few characters, you
won’t have time to describe them. It’s a story, not a joke. Show consequences, not a
punch line. Make your title work hard. Write
a longer story, then cut down. Https://
nationalflash.org/ has more helpful tips.

Turn your fire upside down
Piopio is getting chilly. How would you
like to light a perfect, cosy fire – every
time? Maybe you’re laughing now,
because you always do, ever since you
moved to the King Country in the 1970s.
But for the rest of us? There’s still hope,
and I’m here to tell you how.
First, forget everything you know about
starting fires in your wood-burner or
fireplace.
When most people make a fire, they place
fire-starters and kindling at the bottom.
They lean bigger logs around the outside,
making a tall cone called a tipi fire. You
end up with frail flames fighting for
oxygen underneath all that wood. You

huff and puff, willing the fire alive, but it
still goes out. You strike another match,
but your fiery nemesis soon chars and
chokes into nothingness. At this point, you
might get cross. “We’re getting a heat
pump” you might shout, to no-one.
A better option? The upside-down fire.
Place your logs closely packed together in
layers, leaving no gaps. The biggest bits of
wood go on the bottom. Make another
layer of smaller logs on top of the first
(crossways, if you like) – again, no gaps.
Add a third closely-fitted layer if space
allows. Put the fire-lighter or pinecones at
the very top, and strike a match. Voila!
The result? A powerful fire, burning

“People are forever trying to find analogies
for flash fiction: it’s like lightning, fireworks, dynamite, a bonsai tree; it’s like
opening champagne, striking oil, unearthing
a truffle, riding a unicycle across a tightrope
strung over a canyon.”
Peter Blair and Ashley Chantler, directors
of the International Flash Fiction Association (IFFA)
Terms and Conditions No entry form is needed
There is no entry fee for this competition
Entry is online only – entries and enquiries to
piopiobirdtalk@gmail.com subject header FLASH FICTION
ENTRY. Only ONE entry per person
The maximum number of words is 150. Your entry must be
original and must not have been previously published in print or
online, been broadcast or have won a prize The judge’ verdict is
final. No correspondence will be entered into
Stories cannot be altered or substituted once they have been
entered All entries must be submitted no later than 11 pm June
30 2019. Winners and runners-up will be published in BirdTalk
Entry is taken to be acceptance of these rules.

cleaner and hotter than the old kind.
There’s less fiddling (once going, it roars
for hours); fewer ashes, less smoke. Your
neighbours thank you already.
Why do upside-down fires beat the old
fashioned kind? It’s simple. When the
flames sit on top of your wood layers they
can easily draw oxygen. Air rushes down
from the flue, giving your fire extra
oomph. The heat lights the logs below
with ease. No need to add new logs for
hours, because you’ve put a big load in
there already.
Welcome to the upside-down fire
revolution.
Sigrid Christiansen
Page 10

COMMUNITY SERVICES & BUSINESSES
LOCAL FACILITIES
Aria Cosmopolitan Club
(07) 8777812
Cloverleaf Café
(07) 8778368
Night Owl Bar and Eatery
(07) 8778769
www.theowlsnest.co.nz
E: theowlsnest@xtra.co.nz
Fat Pigeon Café
(07) 8778822
Piopio Cosmopolitan Club
(07) 8778204
Piopio Berry Orchard
(07) 8778490
Oily Rag Garage and Tyre
Service (07) 8778159
Big Sky Physiotherapy and
Acupuncture
Erin Barclay (07) 8778842 or
0278879785
E: erinbigsky@gmail.com

COMMUNITY

All Saints Church
Co-operating Parish of Piopio,
Piopio Police 07 8770490
Aria & Mokau.Main Road,
Crime stoppers 0800555111
Piopio. Worship service 10am
We live in a great community so Reverend Jekheli Singh
let’s stop these few who are
(07) 8788026
taking from us.
E:Tony.schrafft@police.govt.nz Laver Marine
(07) 8778484
www.crimestoppers-nz.org
M: 0211054737
Piopio College Community
Opportunity Shop/Mustard
Library (07) 8778173
Seed
E: library@piopio.school.nz
Colleen Strahan (07) 8787918
18 Aria Road
Senior Citizen’s Organisation Community Fruit & Vege
Stand
Meetings first Tuesday every
Karen Barret (07) 8778012
month, 10am All welcome.
E: struanfarm@gmail.com
Wendy Weinberg (07) 8778686
The Old Piopio Post Office
Senior’s Exercise Classes
Art Gallery
Wendy Weinberg (07) 8778686
M: 0224370789
Housie Thursdays
Waitanguru Rural Women
1pm Senior Citizen’s Room
Suzie Verry (07) 8778842
Everyone’s welcome
E: susie.verry@gmail.com
Shirley Bardsley (07) 8778725
Justice of Peace
Vikki Hall (07) 8778058
Clive Fredericks (07) 8778048

Piopio Dental
Dr Kim Tatham (07) 8778864
smilingkiwi@piopiodental.co.nz Marriage Celebrant
Heidi Preston
King Country Chiropractic
Dr Scott Mouatt (07) 8737376
O276791931
M: 0273301339
Piopio Garden Circle
E: kcchiro@xtra.co.nz
Visits are 3rd Wednesday of
every month. Gillian Hooper
Recreation Centre
Kimberley Cody (07) 8778700 (07) 8787880 M: 0273459603
M: 0272101860
Piopio Lions Club
Stephen Cooper (07) 8778159
Gavin Todd (07) 8777700 or
YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Ken Perry (07) 8778035
Aria Playcentre
Piopio Memorial Hall
Emma Darke (07) 8776854
Book venue through Waitomo
District Council on
Aria Toy Library
(07) 8780800 or
Librarian: Lulu
info@waitomo.govt.nz
E: ariatoylibrary@gmail.com
• Bond 50% of hire fee
Curious Keas Preschool
Day hire 8am-8am
Stephanie Brough (07) 8778224 • Full
$204.00
• Rental per hour (max 4
hours) $36.00
Kohanga Piopio
• Audio Equipment - Hire Fee
Kristen Pari (07) 8778185
$66.00 per day
Mainly Music
Crockery Hire is booked and
All Saints Church, Moa Street
paid for through the Piopio Hall
Music and movement for
Committee.
children 0-5yrs & caregivers.
Phone Vikki 0275095195 or
Thursdays @ 10am
Emma 0273687922
$10 per table
Alison Singleton (07) 8778840 • Table
• Chairs
$2 per chair
Piopio Playcentre
• Wine flutes/glasses 50c per
glass
Hiliary Morgan (07) 8778876
• Tumblers 50c per glass
Piopio Primary School
• Place settings $2 per setting
includes (dinner, side and
(07) 8778103
dessert plate, mug, cutlery)
Piopio College (07)8778173
• Capacity 200 people
Meeting rooms available for
Piopio/Paearuhe Retirement
Hire
Village
Jenny Brodie (07) 8778033

ACTIVITIES and
ATTRACTIONS
Hairy Feet Waitomo
(07) 8778003
Piopio and Districts Museum
John Petre (07) 8778293
Key available from Piopio
Superette

Piopio Rugby Club
President Peter Hurley
(07) 8777577
Secretary Joy Jeffries
(07) 8778875
Piopio Swimming Club
Kate Carter
M: 0212645771
E: katemcdtiaans@hotmail.com
Pony Club
President Lawrence Thorburn
021845044
Secretary Kina Campbell
(07) 8776872
E: kinacampbell76@gmail.com
Tennis Club
Reon Verry (07) 8788678
King Country Hunt Club
President Joy Hurley
(07) 8777577
Trail Bikes and Moto Cross
Track
Darren Lupton (07) 8778054
Waitomo Ski Club
Kim Tatham
(07) 8778820
Waitomo Aero Club
Pete Voyce (07) 8778254
John Carter (07) 8778290

Piopio Market Day
3rd Sunday of each month
Colleen (07) 8776686
Piopio POP (Tui Park)
Snow Nicol (07) 8778177

Carley Jane Beauty will be moving
Key for toilet available from the to 61 Kaka Street Piopio . Phone
0210424493 or you can find her on
Cloverleaf tearooms or Snow
Facebook

Nicol

SPORTS and RECREATION
Aria Squash Club
President Mark Anderson
(07) 8778950
Secretary Lee Alcock
E: ariasquash@gmail.com
Light Horse Club
President Helen Potter
E: helen.neilpotter@gmail.com
Line Dancing Club
Linda Oliver (07) 8778313
Piopio-Aria Golf Club
Tracey Mulligan (07) 8778234
Piopio Bowling Club
Nigel 0272550898 or Wendy
on (07) 8778686
Piopio Community Sports
(Rukuhia Domain)
Kate Carter (07) 8778146
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07 877 8399 / 021 266 7768
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