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Local represents NZ in Croatia
FOR THE past two years, Aria clay target
shooter Natalie Foss has been smashing
competitions across the North and South
Islands, culminating in her recent trip to the
ISSF Trap World Championship held in Croatia in September. To qualify for Croatia,
Natalie had to shoot high enough scores in
competitions here, but that was no problem as she was the second highest ladies
qualifier in New Zealand.
The competition saw 77 countries from
5 different continents taking part. Natalie
competed in the individual junior girls and
mixed team events and finished 29th. At
17yrs old, Natalie was one of the younger shooters in the competition and will be
able to compete in this sport as a junior until she is 21.
Natalie says she gained invaluable experience that she will be able to use going
forward, and is very grateful for the generous donation she received from the Piopio Charitable Trust that went towards the
costs associated with this trip.
While clay target shooting comes in many
forms, Natalie has concentrated on Down
the Line (DTL), which is standard gun club
clay target shooting and also ISSF, which
has a much higher level of difficulty than
DTL.
ISSF is an aggregate score shot of over 5
rounds of 25 targets per round, and is the
discipline used at the Olympics. Natalie’s
personal best in this discipline is 110. The
top 8 scores then go through to 2 semi finals (4 in each), which is reduced to a final
of 4 shooters.
Natalie is the current North Island open
ladies champion in ISSF and the current
school girl North Island Single Rise champion in DTL. She was recently awarded her

Apologies . . .

sports/honours blazer at New Plymouth
Girls High School.
Natalie has also been successful in gaining a high performance sports scholarship
through Lincoln University for next year
worth $6000. This scholarship also provides
an invaluable mentoring programme.
Congratulations Natalie!
RIGHT: Geared up and ready to shoot.
BELOW: Natalie with Nicholas Hutt, who was the
other junior/her team mate in the mixed pairs
competition in Croatia.

This issue of Piopio Birdtalk is a month
behind schedule!
It was supposed to have gone to print
end of September, however the months
flew by and obviously my memory flew
along with it!
So, if you have a story you’d like cov-

ered in the Dec/Jan issue, please send
it through to us by 20th November,
and it should hit mailboxes early December.
Sorry folks!

Jules

piopiobirdtalk@gmail.com
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Piopio Lions celebrate 50 years
PIOPIO LIONS Club recently celebrated its 50th Reunion with a finger-food
lunch and get-together held at the Fat
Owl. It was a most enjoyable day.
As usual Deiresa, Melanie and staff did
a wonderful job of the catering, food
displayed beautifully and flowers on the
tables. Snow Nicol cut the cake which
was organised by Mary Spellman.
Around 70 ex and current members
and their partners attended, with five of
the original foundation members present ... Snow Nicol, John Spellman, Peter
Walker, Mike Wagstaff and Ian Walsh,
who were able to speak on the early
years of the Lions Club.
It was a great afternoon with lots of
reminiscing and some great tales told
about the running of the merry-goround and the 50cc motorbike rides. In
todays world health and safety would
have had a heart attack if they knew of
some of the antics and near misses had
back then.
Snow Nicol paid special tribute to
Wally MacDonald and Bruce Thomson
in relation to the building of the merrygo-round and the original caravan. How
The new shed for the caravan now has
things changed – we are so lucky to have
the driveway done and is looking very
the new modern caravan we have today.
smart.
Because of Covid we were short of
funds to complete this project but
thanks to a donation from David Bevege and the Council this is now complete. Special thanks to Bob Dawson
Within our district several defibrillators are
for all the work he has put into this
on hand in the event of an emergency.
project and the new caravan.
PIOPIO TOWNSHIP:
The Fieldays are on November 30 to
Fat Owl Motel, Bar & Eatery
Piopio College
December 3. We will be taking our caravan and the Club will be supported
SURROUNDING DISTRICTS:
Mahoenui (Coleman’s Woolshed)
by local fundraising groups. This will
Aria Cosmopolitan Club
be our first big fundraiser since Covid,
Waitanguru Hall
so we hope this all goes well.
A free App is available on Google PlayThe Senior Citizens Christmas funcstore to locate machines throughout NZ.

Tony & Paula Buckman
t.pbuckman@xtra.co.nz

FEEDBACK
& ARTICLES
WELCOME!

Community feedback and articles are
welcomed and appreciated.
The views published in this publication
are not those of the editor but of the
contributers.
Articles must not be longer than 280
words and may have accompanying
photos.
We reserve the right to edit any material.

piopiobirdtalk@gmail.com

ADVERTISE
IN PIOPIO
BIRDTALK!

Snow Nicol cutting the cake

tion will not be held this December due
to the workload of the Fieldays, but a
function will hopefully be held in early
2023. We will keep you posted.
We will probably be holding our Paddys Market Auction around April next
year. So keep this in mind if you have
anything you can donate for us to auction.
Our club is always looking for new
members so if you think Lions is something you could be part of, please contact one of our members.
Paul Jones 06 752 9765
Gavin Todd 07 877 7700
Ross Smith 07 877 8880
Bob Dawson 07 877 8297

06 752 9713
SH3, MOKAU
• Local Business: B&W Business Card Size $35
Full Colour Business Card Size $65
• Out-of-Area Casual: B&W Business Card Size $45
Full Colour Business Card Size $75
• Full Colour Strip Ad (Front & Back Page) $135
• Clubs & Organisations: Free up to 75 words
• Classified Ad: $5 per 3-line ad
• Package: Annual $200 includes 6x approx business card
size and 1x special 1/3 page ‘My Business’article annually

www.piopio.net.nz

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Piopio Fruit & Veg Stand
WE’RE through winter and almost
into tomato time, hooray!
Our community stand was well supported this winter with lots of homemade jams, chutneys, lemon honey,
silverbeet, kale, spinach, and non-perishable food.
We finished the cold weather with
lovely lemons and other citrus. One
local grapefruit grower saturated the
market with his enthusiasm forsharing,
but now I know who he is so I can let
him know when that tipping point is
reached!
Thanks to everyone who dropped off
what they could, when they could. It’s
clear to me there is more need than was
the case previously. In tough economic
times with high food costs, our stand
isn’t just about reducing food waste by
sharing surplus home grown produce,
it’s about supporting others too. And
when I meet people at the stand I’m
struck by the diversity of those dropping off and picking up contributions.
It makes me happy to see that, to be
honest.
We’re now gearing up for the annual
distribution of heirloom tomato seedlings. Over 500 plants in the glasshouse

right now waiting for good homes. By
popular vote it’s been decided that
we’ll use click and collect for plants to
be pre-ordered and picked up inside
the front gate at Struan Farm, 942 SH3.
I’ll post on the stand’s FB page about
when orders can be made, varieties
available, etc. Individual orders will be
put out on trestle tables in paper bags
with names to be picked up once you
hear back from me. After the initial
wave, I will then put surplus plants out
at the stand since there’s only so much
time in the day to be devoted to giving
away heirloom tomato seedlings.
While I will try to make sure people
get what they want, I may need to make
substitutions if faced with a tsunami of
demand so I trust everyone will understand. Either way they will be good,
meaty heirloom tomatoes, provided of
course you look after them.
Feel free to put surplus veggie seeds
and plants in the stand if you have any
left over after planting in your gardens.
Just put any seedlings on the bottom
shelf so soil doesn’t get mixed with
food.
All the best for a good kick off to your
summer growing season. May there be

We are pleased to be able to supply accounting and taxation services
to farmers and businesses in the Piopio area.

BAILEY INGHAM LTD
info@baileyingham.co.nz
07 873 7325 or freephone 0800 482 928

Andrew & Tracey Neal
488 Mangaotaki Rd
Piopio 3971
New Zealand

Ph: 07 877 8009
Andrew 027 366 5514
Tracey 021 137 7118

Email: potawa488@gmail.com

Karen Barrett
struanfarm@gmail.com
07 877 8012
heaps for us all to eat and to share.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me
with any questions/comments/issues.
Stay updated via our FB page, where
likes, loves and comments are always
appreciated.
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James achieves People’s Choice plus
New Social Tennis

Come along for a beer and BBQ at Piopio’s new
social tennis evenings! All ages/abilities welcome.

Social Tennis

All welcome, Come
have a hit!
SS

Wednesdays at 6pm, Piopio Tennis Club
Starts 26th October

Contact/ Enquiries; LeeJay – 027 346 0791
Or Wendy – 021 212 1453

We are a friendly group, meeting every Wednesday
at 6pm at the Piopio Tennis Club

YOUNG LOCAL James Harrison has won the award for
Best Fitment and also the People’s Choice Award, which
is voted for by all the delegates attending the Master
Joiner Conference in Blenheim last month.
James is currently an apprentice at Fine Woodworking
in Te Kuiti where he has been for four years. Owners
David and Alison Higgins say James is hardworking, polite and always strives to do the best he can. He’s learnt
a lot and come a long way, and we are thrilled he won
the award for his efforts.
Parents Owen and Debbie Harrison are equally extremely proud.
James won the awards in the Apprentice Awards over
two years category.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC

Get better returns for your wool
As a Carrfields Primary Wool client you can expect
great service from a nationwide team of wool experts
who will support you with the advice and expertise
to deliver improved returns for your wool business.
Maximise your wool returns, talk to CP Wool today.
Daryl Croad:
027 241 3913
Peter Lange:
027 241 6483
www.cpwool.co.nz

07 877 8822
fatpigeon@xtra.co.nz
www.fatpigeon.nz

07 877 8767
fatowl@xtra.co.nz
www.fatowl.nz

COMMUNITY NEWS

Piopio Market Ex-Councillors Update

THE monthly Piopio Market held in the
summer months has had a change of organising committee. Sarah Ronaldson and
Grace Cortés Montecinos have taken over
the reins and are hoping to take the market to the next level.
Sarah and Grace are keen on growing the
market with their aim being to make it a
must attend event each month for people
across the district (and further!).
“We have so many talented people in our
community, and we really want the market to provide an opportunity for locals to
showcase that talent”, says Grace.
On October 14 stallholders participated
including produce, handmade sewn items,
polymer clay earrings, macrame, plants, a
wholefoods cart, woodwork, crystals and
handmade soaps.
Sarah says “We’re excited for the November market, which is set to be even bigger,
with more stallholders being added weekly. The November market will be a great
opportunity for people to make a dent in
their Christmas shopping and support local producers, and we encourage everyone
to come along.”
The market now features a fundraising
stall each month which provides an opportunity for a local group, club or event
to raise some much-needed funds.
Upcoming market: November 20 from
9am @ The Village Green, Piopio
Stalls are $10, if you’re interested in
booking a stall or for more information on
the market email: piopiomonthlymarket@
hotmail.com
Keep up to date: search Piopio Monthly
Market on Facebook to keep up to date
with upcoming markets and which stallholders will be attending.

AS most of you will be aware of by
now, I only managed to come a distant
fourth out of seven candidates for the
three Rural Ward seats, so I’m moving on
to another phase of life, which doesn’t
involve ratepayers and Council.
I’ve just sat through a Ministry for the
Environment webinar on Pricing Agricultural Emissions, so I suspect there will be
little time to sit back and smell the roses.
The landscape that local government
operates in is going to change dramatically in the coming years, so I hope the
road ahead for our smaller communities
doesn’t become too rocky.
See you around.
Cheers, Phil Brodie
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Phil Brodie
Ex Rural Ward Councillor
Waitomo District Council

piopio

Christmas

market
SUnday the 11th of Decmeber
Join us at the fat owl piopio

11am-4pm
BRING YOUR FRIENDS TO COME AND ENJOY
COMPLIMENTARY SPRITZER.
BROWSE THE LOCAL STALLS OF CREATIVE
TALENT.
PLOUGHMANS PLATTER AVAILABLE FOR
PURCHASE.
ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE
CONTACT LYNNE ON 021-022-44700
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Little Critters fun at Piopio Primary
by Sue Coyle, Principal
Piopio Primary School

ON SUNDAY, September 25 with the sun
shining, a large number of children along
with their parents attended the Piopio Primary PTA’s Little Critters Day.
This fundraiser had been postponed from
the previous year due to Covid. It was certainly worth the wait.
The tamariki brought a number of dead
critters: possums, turkeys, hares/rabbits and
goats heads. It was obvious there had been
a lot of hunting going on and many Dads
and Mums had been very busy!
At the event there were games for the kids,
including throwing the rings on the antlers
and running the obstacle course with a pig
or hare. There was a strong competition
amongst the competitors who recorded
some quick times around the course. There
were spot prizes for the participants.
There also wasn’t a shortage of food ...
yummy nachos and hot chips along with
coffee and the very popular cold drinks were all enjoyed while
everyone caught up with friends and neighbours. It was lovely
to see so many people supporting this event.
The PTA, led by Amanda Jones, should be congratulated for
putting together such an awesome event. I know they would
like to thank all the wonderful sponsors who helped support
the event.
The auction helped raise money for the school and the tamariki all enjoyed the prizes they received for their little critters.

SCHOOL NEWS
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Aria Pet Day

THERE were four seasons in one day for
Aria Pet Day 2022 this year, but students
enjoyed showcasing their pets and artistic
creations, with plenty of support from their
families and staff.
Parents got involved in the relay this year,
with gumboot throwing, egg and spoon
and sack races, and lots of laughs all
around.
Visit www.aria.school.nz for all the results.

Ken & Rebecca
Haywood
07 877 8586

Quality genetics with proven performance
and eczema tolerance

ARIA

PUKEWHAU FARMSTAY
Peaceful, comfy,
just like home!
Jules & Daryl

027 664 1816
07 877 7823
h.tucker@xtra.co.nz
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KC Rivercare update

WELL it certainly has been a busy
year for KCRC and our catchment
groups.
In late October a number of members attended a Waikato Regional
Council/ Ministry for the Environment
Freshwater Farm Plan workshop. The
day provided an opportunity to feedback on the proposed template which
we hope will influence the level of detail and the formation of fresh water
plan requirements going forward. So
a big thanks to all those who attended.
The co-ordinators recently returned
from the National Catchment Forum
in Wellington. The event was a chance
to connect with other catchment
groups from across New Zealand and
hear about their successes, challenges, and future focuses.
What was clear is that no one catchment feels like they have ‘nailed it’.
What we do know is that the farming
landscape is changing and now more
than ever it’s important we are part of
the conversation to help shape the future as well as helping farmers to understand the impact of any regulatory
changes.
On that note, KCRC will be making
a submission to the Governments He
Waka Eke Noa Primary Sector Climate
Action Partnership proposal on the

pricing of agricultural emissions.
We have a website!
Our new website launched in October. This is a hub of information and includes water testing results across our
catchments and other useful resources
for farmers.
Check it out – kingcountryrivercare.
co.nz
KCRC events
We’ve held a number of events
throughout the year. Most recently we
subsidised three days of First Aid training in Piopio. The course was attended
by over 40 locals over the three days
and focused on practical first aid in a
rural setting. Thanks to Donna Pari who
pulled everything together.
We’re currently working on two
Christmas events as well as looking to
2023. Our Facebook page is the best
place to stay up to date with all upcoming events. Search King Country River
Care on Facebook.
Committee Meeting
We held our AGM in August and Reon
Verry was re-elected Chair. We are always on the lookout for new members.
If you’re interested in seeing what we
are all about, our next will be held on
Tuesday, November 29, 6.30pm @ the
Fat Owl, Piopio.

Fat Xmas
offerings
FAT OWL
Christmas is looming rather
quickly, so why not take the hassle right out of the equation and
let us handle the cooking. Whether it’s for your end-of-year staff
function or family dinner, we offer
either dine-in buffet, or a takeaway menu where we provide
enough to feed the family.
Both options are beautifully presented. And they are very popular, so be sure to book in early!
Phone Dee on 021 113 5010 or
email fatowl@xtra.co.nz
We have weekly specials at the
Fat Owl so please peruse our
Facebook page to find out more.
FAT PIGEON
The cafe continues to be very
busy, and this will continue with
the busy-ness that this time of
year brings.
Thank you for your patience.
FAT KIWI
Similar to the Fat Owl, the Fat
Kiwi offers a fantastic take-away
menu so please feel free to contact Jaimee on 07 214 6300 or
email info@fatkiwicafe.co.nz

Barbara Kuriger

MP for Taranaki-King
Country

“We’re passionate
about helping local
clients achieve their
financial goals and
grow their wealth.”

Inglewood Office
80 Rata St, PO Box 124,
Inglewood 4330
06 756 6032
Kuriger.Inglewood@
parliament.govt.nz
Te Awamutu Office
053 Mutu St, PO Box 302,
Te Awamutu 3800
07 870 1005
Kuriger.Teawamutu@
parliament.govt.nz

Speak with us today.
matthew.lee@craigsip.com | 06 968 7700
hereward.basher@craigsip.com | 06 968 7706
craigsip.com

Authorised by
Barbara Kuriger MP,
Parliament Buildings,
Wellington.

INVESTMENT ADVISERS MATTHEW LEE AND HEREWARD BASHER

Matthew Lee and Hereward Basher are Investment Advisers at
Craigs Investment Partners and their disclosure staments are
available on request and free of charge Visit craigsip.com.
Craigs Investment Partners Limited is a NZX Participant firm.
The Craigs Investment Partners Limited Financial Advice
Provider Disclosure Statement can be viewed at craigsip.com/tcs.

OBITUARY

A life well lived in Aria
Cecilia Hinekahu Barnsdall
29/09/1937 - 26/09/2022
by Heath Barnsdall

IN HONOUR OF, and celebrating and remembering Cecilia Hinekahu Barnsdall.
Born on the 29th of September 1937 at Te Kuiti Hospital,
Cecilia was the second eldest daughter of the late Taite and
Eva Ratima and sister to John, Joseph, Thomas, Rae, Miriama and Barbara.
She attended Aria Primary
School and then went on to
Piopio High School where
she enjoyed playing basketball and was a gun at tennis
where she competed in national tournaments – taking
home many trophies.
Shortly
after
finishing
school, she met Bob Barnsdall, got married, and had
David. Her first and only son,
and the apple of (grandparents) Taite’s and Eva’s eyes.
She worked at both of the
local grocery shops in Aria –
Kleggs and Webbys. She then
worked at the Aria Telephone
Exchange until it closed down, where she moved onto the
Piopio exchange where she worked with Moira and Annie
Rauputu, her sister Barbara, Doris Mason, Domy Ngarotata,
Nita Uerata and many others.
After Cis and Bob went their separate ways she later met
Oli Haitana – the love of her life. They spent many years
together. Family was the most important thing to her and
when her siblings became ill she was there by their side,
helping to care for them.
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Cis loved her animals, especially her dogs, throughout
the years - Tara, Rogue, Bud,
Beau, Stag and Jazz, taking in
any strays and unwanted animals.
Cis loved gardening which
was guided by the Maori calendar. This was her secret to
being able to grow any fruit
and vege. She was never wasteful, preserving her food,
making it into jam or her famous relish and tomato sauce.
Housie was another one of her favourite things to do on
a Thursday and Friday night. You could guarantee that she
would be out the door in a flash looking as dazzling as ever
with an eager smile on her face. Calling in to the pokies on
her way home was like her cherry on the top.
Her mokos meant everything to her. She would proudly mention them in her everyday conversations. Whether
it was watching a school play or sports game, listening to
speeches or enjoying a shearing show, without a doubt, she
was always there supporting
her treasured grandchildren.
Cis had many friends and
would spend hours on end
having good lengthy chats
over the phone, or calling in for
a cuppa tea. She was a woman
of class and strong values and
we will miss her wise words and
stories.
“Its going to be hard to live
without you, but we will hold
on to our memories of you
close to our hearts. I’m proud
to be your grandson Granana,
and I know you’ll be watching over us – until we meet again.”
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Piopio Museum Trust remembers
John Petre & Peter Holbrook

JOHN PETRE
THE Piopio and Districts Museum
Trust and the wider Piopio community
generally has marked the passing of
two remarkable men recently.
John Petre had lived in the lower Mangaotaki area for most of his life and was
a very successful farmer there. While he
was deeply involved in community projects, his main community passion over
a long period of time was the preservation and highlighting of local history.
He was one of the early enthusiasts for
the establishment of the Piopio and Districts Museum Trust in the mid 80s and
chaired the Trust from the late 80s until
2019. As such he was in the thick of the
early endeavours in setting up the Museum in renowned local blacksmith Bill
Glasgow’s premises. With the big forge,
the bellows, the sawdust floor, the tools
in situ just as it was when Bill plied his
farrier and engineering trade from the
1930s to the 1970s, along with many
items of pioneering equipment which
were added for display, the centrepiece
of the Museum was established. Along
with Bill’s very modest cottage alongside.
From that start point John and his
willing team then made huge further
developments with the acquiring of the
old Piopio BNZ building and shifting
it onto the museum site and setting it
up for housing pioneer photo displays.
The next project was acquiring the Piopio Presbyterian Church building and
moving it on site and filling it with all
manner of pioneer equipment and
tools. Later again was the acquiring of
an old tiny bush whare from Tikitiki Rd
and moving it onsite showcasing basic
living conditions for our early pioneers.
John’s contribution to this valuable
community asset has been huge. Not
content with all of that, John also played
a huge part in other local projects. With
some help he undertook the building
of a walking bridge over the Mangapehi River from Tuhua Rd onto Buckley’s
farm near the 8-mile. This bridge then
leading onto a walking track through
the Buckley farm to the site of the mission church that Frederick Miller established in 1841 on the slopes of Whaka-

tumutumu, where there is a memorial
to him.
John’s next project was to erect
signboards on the sites of the many
country schools that were established
all over the district in the early 1900s
and which were later incorporated into
the Piopio School, starting from 1924
when Piopio was the first school in the
country to have school buses introduced to facilitate the consolidation of
these country schools.
Which of course leads us to John’s
involvement in the project of recent
years in the acquiring of a Ford Model T truck in going order and rebuilding the body to resemble those 1924
buses! This machine is nicely housed
in Piopio’s main street and makes occasional forays out and about.
With John’s passing it is incumbent
on the wider Piopio community to
honour John’s legacy by supporting
Museum activities and valuing this
community asset.

PETER HOLBROOK
THE Piopio Museum Trust and the
wider Piopio area generally, has recently lost a valued community champion
with the passing of Peter Holebrook.
Peter was born in Warwick, England
and grew up at a time when horse and
cart deliveries of milk and other things
were still being made around towns.
Peter was fascinated with horses and
their uses and quickly became very
experienced with horses from an early
age.
At the age of 25 Peter emigrated and
came to the Piopio / Aria district and
fully immersed himself in all local activities. He worked on a number of local farms in the area, he professionally
broke in horses, trapped and sold eels
and possums and farmed his own land
at Aria. He later retired to Piopio and
became very involved with the Piopio
Museum. He had a ready knowledge
and interest in pioneer equipment and
methods.
Right from when Peter first came
to NZ in 1961, he displayed the very
unenglish tendency to value other
languages and their legitimacy in up-

Peter Holbrook

holding cultural pride and wellbeing.
He had a lifelong interest in learning
and speaking Welsh and right from his
first arrival in NZ he singlemindedly
pursued the learning and speaking of
Te Reo Māori. In the early years when
Pakeha respect for Te Reo was at a very
low ebb, he got alongside anyone who
would give him the time and asked
lots of questions and slowly built up
a working knowledge of Te Reo and
also an extraordinary knowledge and
respect for Māori traditions and history. As time went on and courses became available he attended many and
fine tuned his fluency. For the last 20
or so years of his life he was a part
time teacher of Māori at Aria Primary
School.
Peter was honoured by the local
Māori community by being taken to
the Mokau Kohunui Marae at Piopio
for a traditional tangi where there were
many moving tributes to him, tears
flowed and laughs were also shared.
There was a very poignant tribute paid
to Peter by Grisial Ifan and Lliwen Gwyn
MacRae who sang a beautiful Welsh
song which brought many a tear. As
he was being carried out of the Marae,
who could forget the moving haka accorded him by past and present pupils
of Aria School.
Moe mai ra e Te Rangatira

SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS
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Piopio Primary students discover ‘superpowers’

IN TERM 3 we have been running a writing
programme which includes members of our
community working with our tamariki.
The programme is called, ‘Responsive
Written Feedback’. The tamariki write once
a week to their responder, who writes back
to them about what they have written. The
student doesn’t know who their responder is
(it’s a secret).
After 10 weeks there is a ‘reveal’ party and
the responders are invited to come into
school and meet their tamariki.
We are really excited that tamariki will be
meeting their responders over the next couple of weeks. It has been lots of fun for tamariki and responders.
Next year we will be running responsive writing again ... maybe you would
like to be involved?
Our question for our learning last term
was: “What is your superpower?”
We have five groups running on a
Thursday afternoon where students try
a range of activities to perhaps find a
new ‘superpower’. We have kapa haka,
digital technologies, gardening, music and art. There has been lots of fun
learning happening.
Please enjoy a few photos of our superpower sessions. We are looking at

ways to make these even better in 2023.
If you have a ‘superpower’ and would like
to share it with our tamariki, come and
see us at Piopio Primary.

Sue Coyle
Principal
Piopio Primary School

Piopio Project Trust plans for the future
THE Piopio Project Trust would like to introduce its new
committee.
As of March 2021 we said goodbye to some long service
members including Nicky Atkinson, Kirsty Reeves and
Barrie Tatham.
We thank the retired committee members for all they
have done and achieved for the Piopio community and
we hope to follow in these footsteps.
The new committee took over from March 2021. It has
been a challenging year to say the least but we are finally on the road to beginning some new projects and
finishing some projects started by the previous committee.
Firstly, lets introduce ourselves ...
My name is Stacey Turner. I am married to local Farmer
Stephan Turner. We are both now part of the committee.
Josh and Petra White have also come on board to make
sure money left by Brian Anselmi is used to
fulfil his wishes for the Piopio community.
Hannah and Michael Catley, owners of King Country
Vets have put their hands up to join the committee to
give back to the community as much as they can.
And finally, Steph and Steve Brough, long-standing

community members who have great ideas and are
keen to get involve, have also joined.
We want to thank original committee member Melanie
Simpson for continuing on with the new committee to
help guide us with her experience as a hugely respected
member of the Piopio community.
A quick note on projects we want to complete include
a revamp of the Piopio Cos Club carpark, planting community gardens, footpath from the Fat Pigeon Café to
the public restrooms, and improvement of the space
in-front of PGG Wrightson (watch this space). We will
hopefully have a working bee in the autumn to plant
some plants around town so if anyone is willing to volunteer to help that would be wonderful. We will announce a date once we have everything finalised.
We would like to welcome your advice and/or suggestions if you would like to see anything done in the community so please feel free to approach any one of us.
We want to ensure we give back and improve our community and we would like to continue to have opportunities for community members to be involved with
projects wherever possible.
That’s all for now.
Your Piopio Project Trust Committee
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AIM-azing times at 2022 AIMS Games
WELL, it was a huge job!
5 codes, 36 students, 6
staff, 16 parents, 4 vans, 8
private vehicles, 6 houses, a
few trees (permission slips,
letters), checklists, training,
uniforms and so much more!
Our students took part in
the much anticipated Aims
games held in Tauranga
from September 3-9. Due to
Covid, this event had been
put on hold. Unfortunately, our now year 9 students
missed this opportunity to
represent the kura as the
lockdowns put a halt to
them attending.
As a small group of 36,
our numbers were added
to the 10,000+ registered
participants mentioned in
the opening ceremony. This
event has a range of 23
sporting codes to choose
from and we were very excited to take five codes.
Our kura was first involved
in the Aims games in 2017
taking a team of netball girls.
In 2018 a mixed hockey team
placed 3rd out of 56 teams
and won a $500 sportsmanship award. In 2019 we were

fortunate to take a netball
and mixed hockey team. This
year, we registered in five
codes: mixed hockey, boys
rugby sevens, boys futsal (5
a-side indoor soccer), 2 individual squash players and 5
badminton players.
The lead up to the games
was much anticipated by all
staff, students and supporting parents. They were well
contested matches, some
awesome skills displayed and
well deserved wins. Downtime
included swimming, walking
up Mauao, retail therapy and
a spot of golf at the driving
range and other team bonding activities.
Each team was spread
around Mt Maunganui so
there were a few early wake
up calls to make it to games.
A huge thanks goes to all
our amazing sponsors who
helped make this possible
for our students. This event
would not have been possible without the passion and
dedication from Mrs Gina
Draper making every sporting opportunity available to
our students.

Above, below & below left:
AIMS Games players representing Piopio College

• Waxing 		
• Facials
• Eye & Brow
• Spray tans
Treatments
• Make up
• A new range of ultimate relaxation treatments
• Skin Care & Make up products
• Crystals - Ear Candles - Gift Vouchers
Please message Carley for more information

021 042 4493

Covering the King Country
Brenda Bryant & Nik Bryant
Ph: 07 878 7872
macsspreading@gmail.com

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Come on Guys - it’ll be a cracker!
THE ARIA Cosmopolitan Club is holding Guy Fawkes in the
Paddock on Saturday, November 5.
A controlled bonfire will be lit in the paddock, and some
Piopio Volunteer Fire Brigade members will be in charge of
letting off fireworks after sunset. Spectators can either watch

from the paddock, or the deck area at the club.
There will also be a Guy competition with prizes for Best Guy,
a lolly scramble, and the kitchen will be open for take-aways.
Guy judging starts at 7pm, and all are welcome to come
along.

Guy Fawkes in the Paddock!
saturday 5th Nov
@ aria cos club
bonfire in the paddock
byo fireworks &
our guys will
set them ofF

Angela
Roberts
List MP based in
Taranaki – King Country
New Plymouth Office
06 757 5662
78 Gill St, New Plymouth 4310
angela.robertsmp@parliament.govt.nz

/AngelaRobertsLabour

Authorised by Angela Roberts MP,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

Les Te Kanawa Director 027 271 6167
Lorrene Te Kanawa Director 027 333 8531
les.tk@xtra.co.nz www.1stscaffolding.co.nz

piopiobirdtalk@gmail.com

byo seat if you wanNa
Watch From the paddock
lolly scramble
kitchen open from 6pm
ordErs ph 021-152-7897

guy competition
prizes for
best guy

guy judging: 7pm
guy farewelling:
when the bonfire
is ready
raFflES

Aria
COSMOPOLITAN
CLUB

COMMUNITY SPORTS
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Another great season for Aria Squash Club
Clubs, won their divisions.

ARIA SQUASH CLUB has finished off another successful season of squash. Although small, our club and players continue
to compete at a high level, with a lot of squash being playing
during July, August, and September.
Winter Interclub Competitions finished off with both Aria/Taumarunui combined Ladies teams at the top of their ladders,
securing home finals. The ‘A team’ narrowly missed out and
were Runners Up in Division 2, with the ‘B team’ taking the win
in Division 6. Aria Men’s team had a tough slog and although
placed towards the bottom of their division, there were some
successful individual games.
Both Mark and Lee, playing out of Taumarunui and Te Kuiti

Looking for a
reliable internet
connection?
•
•
•
•

Affordable and reliable
Excellent speeds
Local customer support
Set ups in hard to get to places

0800 003 441
www.wirelessdynamics.co.nz

Aria Squash Club held our
Club Champs competition
on August 11. We had 10
men, 5 Ladies, 12 Junior
Boys and 2 Junior Girls
challenge for 2022.
Results were:
Mens Champ – Mark Anderson
Ladies Champ – Lee Alcock
Junior Boys Champ – Regan
Bevege
Junior Girls Champ – Bianca
Alcock
Most Improved Juniors –
Jake Peterson & Sam Gibberd
Most Improved Men’s Club Player – Mike Kjestrup
Most Improved Ladies Club Player – Lee Alcock
Men’s Interclub Player – Shaun Francis
Ladies Interclub Player – Tara Mouat
Aria Junior Boys, Isaac Carter and Lachie Carter, went to AIMS
Games (a year 7 & 8 competition) in September, representing Piopio College. Both had plenty of challenging games, but
gained lots of experience, with a few wins along the
way.
Also in September, Aria Junior Girl Bianca Alcock represented Hamilton Squash & Tennis during National Super Champs in Ashburton, playing some great games of
squash. The team seeded lowest of 5, they took out a
team win on Day one but unfortunately the rest of the
competition was just too
good.
Bianca entered and won
the Waikato Graded
Champs for J Grade Girls.
She is heading off to Invercargill at the end of
October to challenge for
the ‘Champion of Champions’ Title – good luck
Bianca!
Spring Interclub – we
fielded one Men’s team,
and two Ladies Teams
combined with Taumarunui again. The Men
played off for 3rd/4th
at home, and narrowly missed out on the
win. The Ladies ‘A team’
finished 5th, although
struggled to field a team
towards the end, due to
injuries. The Ladies ‘B Team’ finished on the top of the
ladder, but due to the way the Swiss draw was implemented this season meant they finished 3rd.
Another great season done.

COMMUNITY SERVICES & BUSINESSES

Local
Facilities

Aria Cosmopolitan Club
(07) 877 7812
Carley Jane Beauty
M: 021 042 4493
Cloverleaf Café
(07) 877 8368
Fat Owl Motel, Bar and
Eatery
(07) 877 8767
www.fatowl.nz
E: fatowl@xtra.co.nz
Fat Pigeon Café
(07) 877 8822
E: fatpigeon@xtra.co.nz
Hairloom Hair Designs
Paige Brooks
(07) 877 8975
King Country Chiropractic
Dr Scott Mouatt
(07) 873 7376
M: 027 330 1339
E: kcchiro@xtra.co.nz
Oily Rag Garage and Tyre
Service
(07) 877 8159
Piopio Berry Orchard
(07) 877 8490
Piopio Cosmopolitan Club
(07) 877 8204
Piopio Dental
Dr Kim Tatham
(07) 877 8864
smilingkiwi@piopiodental.
co.nz
Recreation Centre
Kimberley Cody
(07) 877 8700
M: 027 210 1860
The Ferret’s Nest
Grace Cortes Montecinos
M: 022 154 9745

Youth
Activites

Aria Playcentre
Hannah Bodger-Kearns
(07) 877 7898

Aria Toy Library
Librarian: Karen Jones
M: 021 038 5153
E: ariatoylibrary@gmail.com
Aria Primary School
(07) 877 7857

Curious Keas Preschool
Stephanie Brough
(07) 877 8224
Kohanga Piopio
(07) 877 8185
Mainly Music
All Saints Church, Moa Street
Music and movement for
children 0-5yrs & caregivers.
Thursdays @ 10am
Alyson Singleton
(07) 877 8840
Piopio Playcentre
Nicola Kloeten
M: 027 696 0598
Piopio Primary School
(07) 877 8103
Piopio College
(07) 877 8173. Meeting
rooms available for hire

Community
Piopio Police
07 877 0490
Crime Stoppers
0800 555 111
We live in a great community
so let’s stop these few who
are taking from us. E: Tony.
schrafft@police.govt.nz
www.crimestoppers-nz.org
All Saints Church Co-operating Parish of Piopio, Aria
& Mokau
Main Road, Piopio.
Worship service 10am
Community Fruit & Vege
Stand
Karen Barrett (07) 877 8012
E: struanfarm@gmail.com
Housie
Thursdays 1pm Senior Citizen’s Room All welcome.
Paddy Coffin (07) 877 8367
Justices of Peace
Vikki Hall (07) 877 8058
Clive Fredericks
(07) 877 8048
Piopio Garden Circle
Visits are 3rd Thursday of
every month except January
& August
Gillian Hooper (07) 878 7880
M: 027 345 9603
Laver Marine
(07) 877 8484
M: 0211054737

Opportunity Shop/
Mustard Seed
Cara Bryant 027 345 3389
Tasha Bryon 027 324 6016
Mahoenui Hall
Lynette Adams
E: lynadams@xtra.co.nz
Piopio College Community
Library
(07) 877 8173
E: library@piopio.school.nz
18 Aria Road
Senior Citizen’s
Organisation
Meetings first Tuesday every
month, 10am. All welcome.
Wendy Weinberg
(07) 877 8686
Seniors’ Exercise Classes
Wendy Weinberg
(07) 877 8686
Marriage Celebrants
Clive Fredericks
M: 027 280 3867
Heidi Preston
M: O27 679 1931
Tuituia (Ripeka Price)
M: 021 464 000
Piopio Lions Club
Stephen Cooper
(07) 877 8159
Gavin Todd (07) 877 7700
Ken Perry (07) 877 8035
Piopio Memorial Hall
Book venue or facilities
through Waitomo District
Council (07) 878 0800
Piopio/Paearuhe
Retirement Village
Jenny Brodie (07) 877 8033
The Old Piopio Post
Office Art Gallery
M: 022 437 0789
Waitanguru Rural Women
Liz Morgan 027 284 6653

Activites &
Attractions

Piopio and Districts
Museum
Mark Verry (07) 877 8842
Key available from Piopio
Superette

Piopio Market Day
3rd Sunday of each month
Grace Cortes Montecinos
M: 022 154 9745
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Piopio POP (Tui Park)
Waitomo District Council
(07) 878 0800
Key for toilet available from
the Cloverleaf tearooms or
Snow Nicol

Sports &
Recreation

Aria Squash Club
President Mark Anderson
(07) 877 8950
Secretary Lee Alcock
E: ariasquash@gmail.com

Light Horse Club
President Helen Potter
E: helen.neilpotter@gmail.
com
Line Dancing Club
Linda Oliver (07) 877 8313
Piopio-Aria Golf Club
Hamish Roach
M: 027 578 5905
Piopio Bowling Club
Nigel 027 255 0898 or
Wendy (07) 877 8686
Piopio Community
Sports (Rukuhia Domain)
Tony Schrafft Tony.schrafft@
police.govt.nz
Piopio Rugby Club
President Peter Hurley
(07) 877 7577
Piopio Swimming Club
Kate Carter M: 021 264 5771
E: katemcdtiaans@hotmail.
com
Pony Club
President Olivia Buckley
Secretary
Amanda MacLachlan
(07) 878 7182
Tennis Club
Reon Verry (07) 878 8678
King Country Hunt Club
President Joy Hurley
(07) 877 7577
Trail Bikes & Moto Cross
Track
Darren Lupton
(07) 877 8054
Waitomo Ski Club
Kim Tatham (07) 877 8820
Waitomo Aero Club
Pete Voyce (07) 877 8254
John Carter (07) 877 8290
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Piopio ripper rugby players take the win

In a replay of the North King Country Year 7-8 final tournament last month, Piopio College once again got the better of Te Kuiti Primary at this
year’s regional ripper rugby tournament. A massive thank you to super coach Frankie Bourke as well as his mini super coaches and College
seniors Malachi Laird, Jayden Pari and Kyryn Young. Also thank you to our parent helpers Maree Bradcock and Donna Pari

Piopio

Christmas
join me on friday
23rd december at
6:30pm

Floats and stall holders
need to pre-register by
19th of december
no cost to register
forms available at pgg
wrightsons and hairloom

christmas stocking raffle
we hope you can kindly contribute to our annual
stocking appeal. each year our local businesses and
community contribute an item (worth approx $25) for
a monster christmas raffle. gifts can be left at pgg
wrightsons.
each family/business that contributes is listed on the
christmas stocking and we ask local businesses to
have a raffle book on display to help sell tickets. the
money is our major source of funding for the year
donate now to support tHe christmas parade and
continual development of our township.
your supporthelps cover expenses at the parade

$40.00 per family, business or organisation
Payable at atkinson & associates vet clinic or online project piopio trust: 02 0448 0033484 00
reference: name (receipts can be issued if required)

your donation will be greatly appreciated

